1 Belloc H. Jim, who ran away from his nurse, and was eaten by a lion.
Cautionary Tales for Children 1896
The cause and prevention of puerperal sepsis Attribution of the cause/prevention of puerperal sepsis is traditionally given to Ignaz Phillip Semmelweis (1818±65). Working in the obstetric department of the General Hospital, Vienna, he demonstrated (long before the advent of the`germ theory') that this disease was conveyed by the hands of students and physicians who had previously visited the necropsy room. In 1846, he reduced the mortality rate from this infection' from 10±30% to 1% by getting the`operators' to wash their hands. However, there are other contenders. Alexander Gordon (1752± 1799), in his book A Treatise on the Epidemic Puerperal Fever of Aberdeen, which was published in London in 1795, expressed the opinion that attendants carried the infection. Another candidate for the early solution of the cause of this deadly disease was the physician to the Sunderland Dispensary, John Armstrong (1784±1829). In his book Facts and Observations relative to the Fever commonly called Puerperal, published in London and Edinburgh in 1814, Armstrong stated:`I am now well convinced, that when puerperal fever is once generated, there is almost always cause to apprehend its being communicated to other puerperal women, especially by accoucheurs and nurses who have previously waited upon affected persons. This is an important consideration, as it respects the prevention.' There is now ample evidence, therefore, that the underlying cause of puerperal sepsis was well understood many years before Semmelweis' celebrated work.
G C Cook

This month in history
A general practitioner in rural Canada made history on 10 May 1883, by performing the ®rst appendicectomy in North America. This Canadian pioneer was Dr Abraham Groves (1847±1935), a brilliant and innovative surgeon practising in Fergus, Ontario. In his rural practice with no trained nurses, Groves performed operations on the kitchen table under chloroform anaesthesia. He insisted on absolute cleanliness, using rubber gloves and boiling his instruments. His most famous operation was removal of the appendix of a 12-year-old boy in May 1883. Although taught in medical school that the appendix was a vestigial organ with no function and hence could not become diseased, Groves had noticed the association of abdominal abscesses and perforated appendix. This led him to opt for an appendicectomy, which took place in the kitchen of a farmhouse, with the boy's father administering the anaesthetic. The patient was considerably improved three days later, but the medical establishment did not immediately take to the methods of this`doctor from the back woods'. 
